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What's that Bird Song?
Listening Guide

Background

This podcast episode is about Trevor Attenberg, a blind birder and
environmental scientist who shares his special talent for recognizing bird
songs by ear. In this episode, you’ll hear how Trevor has learned to identify
the sounds of birds in the northeastern United States, and how you can

too.
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PART 1: Before the Podcast

A. Complete this chart and discuss

K - What you Know about
birds

W - What you want to know
about birds

L - What you've learned
about birds
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B. Listen to the first excerpt (ends at 3:29) and answer the following questions:

1) What was the first time Trevor tuned into bird songs? What was the first bird he heard?

2) Why do you think it was so exciting for Trevor to hear a bird song he recognized? Was it
as exciting for everyone else on the excursion with him?

3) Do you know or recognize any birds that live near you? What are they?
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Part 2: Trevor’s Blindness and Exploration of Nature

Listen to the next excerpt of the episode, and answer the following questions.

1) How did Trevor lose his vision? And how did Trevor learn about nature?

2) How do you think being blind might make it harder to learn about nature? Are there any
ways it might be easier?

3) This segment ends with Lindsay saying we’'ll find out next how Trevor got hooked on
birds. Make a prediction—what do you think it was that made him so interested in learning
about birds?
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Part 3: Digital Birding

Listen to the next excerpt. In this excerpt, Trevor talks about the bird recordings he heard on a
CD-ROM that came with his computer. Complete the chart by doing your own research on
Wikipedia or elsewhere, as well as listening to the excerpt.

Bird Name What state is it the Draw a picture or What does it sound
state bird of? describe it like? Describe what
you hear.

Connecticut

Eastern Bluebird

Western Meadowlark

Your State:

Louisiana Water
Thrush
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Part 4: Trevor’s Guide to Birding

Listen to the rest of the episode. Then answer the following questions.

1) How does Trevor use different bird categories to help remember bird songs? What types
of birds does he mention?

2) According to Trevor, about how many birds can you hear for every one you can see? Why
is that important?

3) What were Trevor's tips for finding birds that live near you?

4) Did you recognize any bird songs that you'd heard before? Which ones?
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Part 4: Your Bird Fact Sheet

Now that you've heard how Trevor learned about birds, it's your turn! Pick one of the birds
mentioned in the episode, or pick a bird you know lives near you. Try to learn as much as you can
about it.

Basic Facts:
Bird Name:

Species Name:
Size (in cm or inches):
Describe

- Describe the bird, or print out a picture and paste it here.

Habitat

- Where is this bird found?

Food

- What does this bird eat?
- How is this bird’s body made for what it eats?

Interesting Facts:

- What are some interesting facts about this bird?
- Whatis this bird’s song like?
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Discussion Questions

1. Inthis episode, Trevor talks about the fact that being blind might be an advantage when
it comes to birding. Can you think of any other advantages that a blind person might have
when it comes to identifying birds?

2. When you did research about birds that lived near you, were you surprised at all by the
number of different kinds of birds that lived nearby? Why or why not?

3. Do you have a favorite bird? Why or why not?
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4. Why do you think looking for birds in the wild is important for scientists to do?

5. Did you think this episode was interesting to listen to? Why or why not?
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Graphic Organizer

Use the following chart to help you take notes as you listen to the episode. In the
left-hand column, write down things that you learned from the episode. In the right
hand column, write down questions you still have about each of the facts you wrote
down. What more would you like to learn?

Fact About Birds Questions
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