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What is a narrative podcast?

A Narrative Podcast is a storytelling show.. It tells one story over an episode—or
sometimes over a series of episodes. It can be nonfiction (based on real facts) or
fiction (a made-up story). Some narrative podcasts are like news reports, and
others are like storybooks. What makes a narrative podcast special is that it's
carefully written and planned out ahead of time. Some have one voice telling the
story, and others include clips from interviews or sound effects to help bring the
story to life.

If you love telling stories, acting things out, or creating dramatic moments, this

might be the podcast format for you!



Part 1: Narrative Podcast Instructions

Step 1: Choose Your Story
Pick a topic you care about. It could be based on a real event, something you
learned in class, or something totally made up! You can tell the story from your

own point of view or write a script that others will help you perform.

Step 2: Plan Your Story
Think about the beginning, middle, and end. Use the Story Planning Page (Part 2)
to sketch out what happens in your episode. If your story is based on facts, do

your research! If it's fiction, get creativel!

Step 3: Write Your Script
Use the Script Template (Part 3) to write the full story you want to tell. Make sure
to include an introduction, the main story, and a good ending. Add any sound

effects or extra voices you want to include.

Step 4: Record Your Podcast
Find a quiet space, test your microphone, and make sure your script is ready.
Record your story in a clear, expressive voice. If you're using extra sounds or

voices, record those too.

Step 5: Edit
Edit your work using the classroom podcast creator. Record and organize clips,

arrange them in order, and add sound effects and music.

Step 6: Listen and Share
Listen to your podcast all the way through. Does it sound the way you want it to?

If not, you can re-record! When you're ready, upload and share it with your class.



Narrative Podcast Prep Checklist

Student

Teacher

Task

Brainstorm a topic.

Comments

Do your research...

What's your "why" for
the topic? How are you
going to tell the story?

Write a first draft of the
script

Edit the script

Write final draft of the script

Practice reading the script

Arrange recording time




List of Student Roles for Narrative Podcast

Role Number of Duties Student(s)
Students Assigned
Researcher / 1-4 Research the topic
Writer Write the script or the
segment of the script
Host(s) 1-3 Read and record the script
Engineer 1 Help hosts record
Editor 1 Edit the audio after recording,
may help write the script
Composer 1 Add original music to the
(Optional) podcast
Create a theme for the
podcast
Sound 1 Add sound effects and create
Designer sound beds to enhance the

storytelling




Part 2: Story Planning Page

Name:

What is your podcast about?

Is it fiction or nonfiction?

What happens at the beginning?




What happens in the middle?

What happens at the end?

Who are the characters or people in your story?

What sounds or music would help bring your story to life?




Part 3: Script Template

Use this page to write the full script of your podcast. Read it out loud to make
sure it sounds right!

INTRO:
(Write here)

STORY:
(Write here)




ENDING:
(Write here)




Recording and Editing Checklist

Student Teacher Task Comments

Test equipment and check recording:
e Can everyone be heard clearly?
e |s the equipment working?
o Does the space work?

Record:
e Record guest(s)
e Record host(s)

Download:
e Use “Stitch”
o Save the file to Downloads folder
e Name your file:
o YourName_Tracking_Date.mp3

Listen to first recording

Re-record & Download (If Necessary)

Add music / Sound effects (if desired)

Share final work with teacher




Part 4: Recording Tips
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Sit close to the microphone (but not too close!)

Speak clearly and with feeling

Find a quiet space

Do a test recording first: Say "Check check" and listen back
Add sound effects or music if you want to

Save your work when you're done!
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Part 5: Publishing Your Podcast
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Give your podcast a title.

Write a short description about what it's about.

Make sure the file is saved as an mp3.

Upload your episode with your teacher’s help.
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Part 6: Reflection Questions

Name:

What was your story about?
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What was your favorite part of making this podcast?




Was anything harder than you expected?
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What would you do differently next time?

What do you hope your listeners learn or feel from your story?




